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upon China, which they had been, for the last twenty years,
trying to fight tooth and nail. "When they occupied Peking
they opened 50 new brothels there, filling them with
Korean girls. The army of occupation rapes women every-
where, the figure for Peking alone being anything between
8.000 to 20,000 according to various estimates. In Shanghai
the revenue in one month from gambling and drug shops
thtit have been opened under Japanese authority amounted
to 250 thousand dollars. The morale of the whole nation
is being sapped. There is no hope once you are enslaved
by the drug habit on a nation-wide scale. Supposing we
win the war after 10 or 15 years, we may restore material
devastation, but how shall we redeem our young genera-
tion?
"We want your message. We have translated your
Autobiography into Chinese. We look to you for spiritual
guidance"
Culture is Bomb-proof
Gandhiji replied: "I was once asked by a Chinese
friend from Shantiniketan to give a message to the Chinese
people, I had to ask him to excuse me. I gave him my
reasons. If I merely said I sympathized with the Chinese
in their struggle, it would be not of much value as coming
from me, I should love to be able to say to the Chinese
definitely that their salvation lay only through non-violent
technique. But then it is not for a person like me, who is
outside the fight, to say to a people who are engaged in a
life and death struggle, 'Not this way, but that.' They would
not be ready to take up the new method, and" they would
be unsettled in the old. My interference would only shake
them and confuse their minds.
"But whilst I have no 'message5 to send to the Chinese
people who are engaged in fighting, I have no hesitation
In presenting my viewpoint to you. I was almost going
to ask you as to what you meant by being culturally ruined.
I should be sorry to learn that Chinese culture resided in
brick and mortar or in huge tomes which the moth can
eat. A nation's culture resides in the hearts and in the
soul of its people.-Chinese culture is Chinese'only to the

